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Mr Chairman,  

I have the honour to speak on behalf of the Member States of the European Union. 

The Candidate Countries Turkey, the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*, Montenegro* 

and Serbia*, the countries of the Stabilisation and Association Process and potential candidates 

Albania and Bosnia and Herzegovina, as well as Ukraine and Georgia, align themselves with this 

statement. 

Mr Chairman,  

I would like to thank Mr Chandru Ramanathan, the Officer-in-Charge, Office of Programme, 

Planning, Budget and Accounts, Mr Anthony Banbury, Assistant Secretary-General for Field 

Support, and Ms Catherine Pollard, Assistant Secretary-General for Human Resources 

Management for introducing the reports of the Secretary General.  I would also like to thank His 

Excellency Mr David Donoghue, the PR of Ireland to the United Nations and the Chair of the 

2014 Working Group on Contingent-Owned Equipment for introducing the COE working group 

report, as well as Mr Carlos Ruiz Massieu, Chair of the ACABQ, and the Under-Secretary-

General for Internal Oversight Services, Ms Carman L Lapointe, for introducing their respective 

reports. 

Mr Chairman, 

As we reaffirmed in our statement at the opening of this session on 5 May, the Member States of 

the European Union attach great importance to peacekeeping – a core task of the Organisation 

and the UN’s flagship activity.  We are strong supporters of peacekeeping and are committed to 

ensuring that UN peacekeeping is as effective as possible in order to serve the need of 

maintaining peace and security. 

The EU Member States have a big stake in UN peacekeeping.  We are important contributors 

financially.  We are active supporters and participants in UN-mandated peacekeeping operations 

and other relevant activities, contributing with troops, civilian police and other personnel.  We 

note that the Secretary General’s initial proposed budget of $7.4bn for 2014/15 is around $400m 

below last year.  This is welcome.  But of course, this is not the whole story and the projected 

                                                           
*
 The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia continue to be part of the Stabilisation and 

Association Process. 
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requirement for next year is likely to approach $8.5bn, a historic high, as the current projections 

do not include the full annual requirement for UNMISS or the cost of the newly-mandated 

mission in the Central African Republic (CAR). 

This means that, more than ever, strict budgetary discipline will continue to be necessary to 

ensure that resources are really needed and used as effectively and efficiently as possible, and 

bearing in mind the budgetary constraints in our countries.    To that end, we will be scrutinising 

closely the budgets of all the peacekeeping missions, in particular those in a state of drawdown, 

as well as the support functions.   

We will want to understand the real picture on military and police personnel and civilian 

personnel requirements across missions and its likely impact on the proposed budget; in this 

regard, more clarity will be required to better capture the global picture i.e the trends factoring in 

the full budget of UNMISS and the first year budget of MINUSCA. Closer scrutiny of the 

civilian component of peacekeeping, including requests for new posts, continues to be important.  

We acknowledge that as peacekeeping mandates have become more complex, the role of civilian 

personnel has increased and that the 23,000 or so civilian personnel members deployed in 

peacekeeping are an important part of a truly global secretariat.  Nonetheless, it must be a priority 

to ensure that the civilian staffing structure of each peacekeeping mission, in particular the ratio 

between the support component and the rest of the mission, is appropriate to carry out the current 

mission mandate effectively.  In this regard, we look forward to hearing more on the results of the 

Secretariat’s on-going reviews of civilian staffing in missions.  

Similarly, it is necessary to closely scrutinise the proposed levels of operational costs.   As the 

BoA and ACABQ reports underline year after year, there is still a margin of improvement in the 

areas, among others, of construction planning, rations delivery and air transportation.  We 

welcome the continuing efforts of the Secretariat to identify sustainable efficiency measures 

which should be distinct from reductions resulting from mandate changes and will be interested 

in the scope for more consistent efforts across missions and more targeted direction from HQ. 

Mr Chairman,  

Effective budgetary procedures are crucial for sustainable, predictable and affordable budgets.  In 

that regard, ACABQ’s comments and recommendations on how to address the problems that 

arise from the inability of current budgetary practices to reflect sooner Security Council decisions 
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to reduce the authorised strength for uniformed mission personnel, are extremely pertinent and 

deserve serious consideration.  The ACABQ comments on the dangers of double budgeting in 

inter-mission cooperation are equally valid and also merit further consideration given the 

undoubted benefits of intermission cooperation for the delivery of effective peacekeeping. 

Mr Chairman, 

We reiterate our continued full support for the Global Field Support Strategy and its full 

implementation. As we said in our statement on the first day of this session, as the strategy enters 

its final phase of implementation, it will be important to ensure its envisioned benefits are 

realised in terms of improved delivery of services on a global and regional basis in the field and 

in the achievement of economies of scale, savings and strengthened accountability. In that regard, 

we remain particularly committed to the original concept of the Regional Service Centre (RSC) 

in Entebbe as approved by the General Assembly at the launch of the GFSS, and now reaffirmed 

by the Board of Auditors in their latest report.  

Mr Chairman, 

We share the view of the Secretary General and the ACABQ that one substantiated case of sexual 

exploitation and abuse is one case too many.  We therefore remain concerned about the number 

of allegations which are reported and which increased in 2013.  We also continue to be concerned 

at the number of cases involving the most egregious forms of sexual exploitation and abuse. We 

note that the same four peacekeeping missions again accounted for the majority of allegations in 

the latest reporting period and that the Secretariat has taken measures to assess the risk factors 

that could undermine efforts to ensure the successful implementation of the Secretary General’s 

zero tolerance policy.  We look forward to hearing more on this as well as on developments in 

investigating allegations and on action to improve prevention of sexual exploitation and abuse. 

Mr Chairman, 

We have many important issues to consider in the reports before us under this wide-ranging 

agenda item.  We look forward to discussions with partners and confirm our readiness to engage 

constructively with all Member States. 

Thank you, Mr Chairman. 




